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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 

2019 was a significant year in the journey of our Association.  In March the National Association of Local Councils 

(NALC) sought to direct Government Policy to automatically dissolve any remaining Charter Trustee bodies in 

England. You won’t be surprised to hear that the Government at that time was pre-occupied with other matters, and 

there seemed to be no appetite for it.  

 

It was perplexing to note that NALC should seek to do this when they did – those of you who know the history of 

Charter Towns and their hybrid status will be aware of both the similarities between Town & Parish Councils and 

Charter Trustees, and more importantly, the still significant legal and functional differences. 

At our 2019 AGM we anticipated lobbying the MHCLG Secretary of State – Robert Jenrick MP at that time – 

although those plans were derailed by the proroguing of Parliament. The time will soon come when we will once 

more approach the Secretary of State, and in the meanwhile an outline letter explaining our Associations views and 

position will be prepared. Your comments and input will be valued. 

 

Aside from the Parliamentary timetable issues experienced in most of 2019, there are some practical and indisputable 

‘truths’ around any compulsory legislation of the journeys into and out of ‘Charter Trustee’ status  that politicians of 

all complexions and stature ignore at their peril: the end result needs to be consensus driven, financially prudent, 

purposeful, faithfully historic and legal.  

 

For nearly 50 years our Association has had a good and honourable record of supporting Members with their 

particular local challenges, and we aim to do so for many years yet, especially as the Government appetite for creating 

new Charter Trustee bodies appears undiminished – in the last 12 months Poole, Taunton and Bournemouth have 

gained Charter Trustee status in order to smoothly and safely secure the historic interests of their towns.  

This will continue to take place as more revisions of local government happen, and such revisions can often initially 

be based on political changes, without the other attendant forces being considered. 

 

So 2020 is upon us – the 2020 Association AGM will take place in Margate at the end of September, and we would 

be delighted to see as many as possible delegates and Charter Trustee bodies represented. Bath kindly hosted the 2018 

AGM, Grantham hosted the 2017 one, and in 2019 Retford provided the location – it’s not a great demand that is 

placed upon the host town, simply a room that can accommodate around twenty people will suffice, between the 

hours of 10am and 1pm. If your town is able to do this in future please let us know. The Association will provide a 

lunch for delegates who attend. 

 

Our next Association Executive meeting is in London in March (17/03/20) – please do notify us of any business you 

would like us to consider.  Thank you for your continued support and interest. 

 

Cllr Jim Anderson BDC, Chair of ACTT  Jan 2020 

 



 

 

 

 

CHARLES TALBOT MBE 

 

For many years our Association was blessed with the inestimable wisdom of 

Charles Talbot MBE; Charles died late last year, and his funeral service in 

Kidderminster’s outstanding Grade 1 church and subsequent commemoration 

contained a litany of outstanding public service by a truly remarkable man, 

whose incisive reasoning, impartiality, drive and wit were an example to all 

who seek to serve the public. He was a qualified Solicitor & former Army 

Intelligence Officer following call-up in the 1950s, and then served his Town 

and community as Mayor and Councillor for many years, and led a spirited 

campaign to enable Kidderminster town to elect its own Town Council. 

 

Charles was also a man of maxims; one of his key messages to Charter Trustee bodies was to ensure that they 

comply fully with the very sketchy aspects of legislation set out in the 1972 and any subsequent legislation, and 

always seek to do that which the electorate would support. Without those two key principles he would caution that 

Charter Trustee bodies might be susceptible to legal challenges. 
 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY: 
Next Executive Committee Meeting:  Tuesday 17 March, The Sawyers Arms, Paddington 

Annual General Meeting:   Thursday 24 September, Margate TBC 

 
 

SECRETARY’S NOTE  

I am pleased to report that at the last AGM it was 

agreed that the subscription for the coming year 2020 

would remain the same as the previous year at £150.00 

and this year’s invoice has been sent. 

 

As I am sure you are aware the Association of Charter 

Trustees Towns exists to provide knowledge advice 

and guidance for those remaining Charter Trustee areas 

across England. We are all unique it terms of physical 

size and activity and the association is here to provide 

a point of contact for all areas to seek advice and 

guidance. 

 

In 2020 the executive committee hope to promote more 

communication and discussion between all our areas 

and I have attached the most up to date contact details I 

have. 

 

Can you please take the time to check the details for 

your area and contact me with any changes you may 

have. 

 

Draft minutes of the last executive meeting have been 

circulated for your information. Please don’t hesitate to 

contact me with any questions you have. 

 

Anthony Martin, Secretary 

TREASURER’S NOTE 

The easiest method of payment for Association Fees is via 

BACS payment – full details for which are printed on the 

Invoice.   

 

Please ensure that you put the name of your Charter Trustee 

Town in the Reference Box so that the payment can be 

correctly allocated.    

 

I am aware, as a Charter Trustee Town Clerk / RFO myself, 

that some Trustees only have cheque accounts.  In that case I 

am very happy to receive payment by cheque but please 

make it payable in the full name of the Association as shown 

on the Invoice, to avoid cheques being returned. 

 

Barry Upton, Treasurer 

 

 
The Executive committee L-R 

A Martin, B Upton, C Troop, J Anderson 

CONTACTS 
Chairman: Jim.Anderson@cllr.bassetlaw.gov.uk 

 

Vice Chair: Carolyn.Troop@cllr.bassetlaw.gov.uk  

Secretary: Anthony_Martin@bathnes.gov.uk 

Tel: 01225 477411 

Treasurer: ACTThontreas@gmail.com 
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